Emergency Binder Master Checklist
Before It's Urgent   ·   www.nononsenseaging.com
	Not in a safe deposit box. In a place someone can find it. The emergency binder is a physical (or digital) collection of the documents and information a family member or care provider would need to navigate any emergency. Use this checklist to build it. Check off each item as it's added. Review annually. Every person named in a key role (healthcare proxy, financial POA) should know where the binder is.


 
PERSONAL AND IDENTITY DOCUMENTS
☐   Copies of government-issued IDs (driver's license, passport)
☐   Social Security cards (or numbers written securely)
☐   Birth certificates
☐   Marriage / divorce certificates (if relevant)
☐   Naturalization certificate (if applicable)
☐   Military discharge documents — DD-214
☐   Medicare card copy
HEALTHCARE AND MEDICAL
☐   Medical Record
☐   Medication Record
☐   Advance Directive / Living Will (signed original or copy)
☐   Healthcare Proxy / HCPOA document
☐   POLST / MOLST (signed by physician — posted visibly)
☐   Insurance cards (health, Medicare, supplemental)
☐   Care Team Directory
LEGAL DOCUMENTS
☐   Will — signed original (or location of original noted)
☐   Trust documents (if applicable)
☐   Financial Power of Attorney
☐   Letter of Instruction
☐   Prenuptial / postnuptial agreement (if applicable)
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
☐   Financial Asset Inventory
☐   Insurance Summary
☐   Recent tax return (last two years)
☐   List of financial advisors and account contacts
☐   Digital Asset Inventory
☐   Location of safe deposit box and key
PROPERTY AND PRACTICAL
☐   Deed(s) to property
☐   Vehicle titles
☐   Mortgage / loan documents
☐   Utility account numbers and contacts
☐   Home security system codes
☐   Pet care instructions (if applicable)
☐   List of recurring financial commitments / subscriptions
CONTACTS AND OTHER
☐   Emergency contact list with photos
☐   Family Meeting Agenda for use in crisis
☐   Funeral and Memorial Preference Form
☐   Ethical Will or Legacy Letter
Location of emergency binder:
	 
 


People who know where it is:
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